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DETAILED ACTION 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1. Claims 7,1 1,22,30,35-50 are allowed. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the allowability resides in the 
overall structure of the device as recited by independent claims 7 & 1 1,22,30,35,39,42,43 & 47, and at 
least in part , because claim 7 recites: "multifunctional device comprising a still image camera, video 
camera, video recorder, a digital camcorder, a television and a radio," claim 1 1 recites: "the multi- 
functional device has a side that is accessible externally of the computer in accordance with at least part 
of the first set of functions, interface elements exposed on the externally accessible side for controlling 
functions of the multi-functional device when inserted into the internal device bay and when the multi- 
functional device is removed from the internal device bay and the interface elements comprise at least one 
of a volume control dial, a headphone jack and a tuner knob," claim 22 recites: "at least one of still 
image capturing device, a video image capturing device, a television and a radio," claim 30 recites: 
"wherein the multi-functional device comprises at least one device for capturing digital still images, 
digital video, a television and a radio," claim 35 recites: "the camera has second set of functions when 
removed from the internal device bay, the second set of functions includes capturing image content 
through the camera lens," claim 39 & 42 recites: "the video device has a second set of functions when 
removed from the internal device bay, the second set of functions includes playing video content through 
the display screen of the video device," and claim and claim 43 recites: "the camera operates in a second 
functional capacity when removed from the personal electronic system, the second set of functions 
includes capturing image content through the camera lens," and claim 47 recites: "the second set of 
functions includes playing the video content through the display of the video device." The 
aforementioned limitations in combination with aU remaining limitations of claims 
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7,1 1,22,30,35,39,42,42 & 47 are believed to render the claims 7,1 1,22,30,35,39,42,42 & 47 and all claims 
dependent thereupon, patentable over the art of record. 

US 5689654 to Kikinis et al. is considered a close reference to the instant application. Kikinis et al. 
disclosed a multi-functional device (10) (e.g. a PDA) and a device bay (105), but is silent as to a volume 
control dial, a headphone jack and a tuner knob exposed externally to a device bay and the device (10) 
comprising a still image camera, video camera, video recorder, digital camcorder, a television and a radio 
and 

US 7054965 B2 to Bell et al. is considered a close reference to the instant application. Bell et al. 
disclosed a multi-functional device a video device (402a,402d), an internal bay (show on fig. 8B, (834) 
and discussed input modules including a camera (col. 9, lines 6-9 of Bell et al.) and a tape player (col. 6, 
lines 5-19 of Bell et al.), but is silent as to a volume control dial, a headphone jack and a tuner knob 
externally exposed on the multifunctional device and the multi-functional device comprising a still image 
capturing device, a video image capturing device, a television and a radio, and the ability of the multi- 
functional device (402a,402d) to operate as camera, when removed from the internal bay. 

US 6914594 B2 to Chuang is considered a close reference to the instant application. Chuang 
disclosed a multi-functional device (42,52) including an image input module (52) (e.g. functions as 
camera) and RF module (42), but is silent as to a volume control dial, a headphone jack and a tuner knob 
exposed externally to a device bay the multi-functional device comprising a still image camera, video 
camera, video recorder, digital camcorder and a television, and the ability of the multi-functional device 
(42,52) to operate as camera, when removed from an internal bay. 

None of the cited references, either alone or in combination, is believed to render the present invention 
unpatentable as claimed. 
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3. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the payment of the 
issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions 
should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be 
directed to Ingrid Wright whose telephone number is (571)272-8392. The examiner can normally be 
reached on M-F. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jayprakash Gandhi can be reached on (571)272-2800, ext 35. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer 
Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR 



CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



IDW 




JAYPRAKASH GANDHI 
SUPERVISOR PATENT EXAMINER 



